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main line. Darius, the Persian king, who had now collected
an army of 40,000 men and marched to the defence of his
realm, was consequently faced with a problem. Would the
invader take the mountain road, or would he try to force
the coastal passage, as Cyrus had done ? Contrary as it would
seem now to all probability, he decided on the former, and
marched expectantly over the passes of Anti-Taurus. He
arrived at Toprakkale to find himself in the rear of Alexander,
who was making for Sakal Tutan. Alexander had, in fact,
already passed through into Syria and was held up by a storm
at Myriandus, when he received news of Darius7 whereabouts.
He now returned in his tracks, and the armies met at the
opposite sides of a stream at Issus, a little north of the Gate.
What followed need not be recounted in detail, but, since this
was the first of a series *of major battles in which the Mace-
donian army was so invariably victorious against whatever
odds, one must pay that army the compliment of pausing to
examine its composition.

Most formidable of all and most characteristic were the
regiments of the phalanx. These numbered, in later times,
up to 20,000 men, carrying huge pikes 20 feet long, swords,
helmet, greaves and shield. They were trained to fight in
sixteen receding ranks with their shields linked, the first five
ranks with spears at-the-charge. Next came the hypaspists,
a lighter infantry carrying round Macedonian shields. Their
corps d'elite were the famous c silver shields'. Then there
were the peltasts with lighter shields still, and missile-shooters,
mostly of subject races. The aristocracy of the infantry were
the guard who protected Alexander's person, and, matching
these in the cavalry, the petite noblesse of Macedonia, described
as ' companions'. Finally, there were heavily mailed horse
and chariots.

After Alexander's conquest of India, elephants were added.
In battle they wore frontlets and crests and carried, besides
the mahout on their head, a wooden tower containing four
armed men. Before the fight they are supposed to have been
shown the red juice of some fruit, ' either to excite them or to
prevent them from being too upset by the sight of blood \

At Issus, the day was for a moment almost lost when the
phalanx, in crossing the stream, were compelled to scramble
up the opposite bank in vulnerable disarray. But the success-